Department of Education

Frequently asked questions

We are thrilled to have been chosen as a pilot site for the KindyLinQ program.
We value early childhood education and the critical role families play in

nurturing children’s early learning and development.

Our KindyLinQ program will provide a safe supported space for families in our

local community to come together with their children to play and learn.

We want to give all children a great start by helping develop their skills as a
confident learner. The play-based nature of KindyLinQ is perfect for young
children. It enables them to explore, create, socialise and participate in
different experiences.

We will be reaching out to the community when our KindyLinQ program is

ready to commence.

Families with three year olds will be welcome to register for KindyLinQ. The
program will be available for 6 hours a week across 2 or 3 days.

Importantly KindyLinQ is free for families. It is supported by the State

Government through the Department of Education.

For us at Weir State School this program fits well with our focus on continuity
for children as they transition from home into early learning and kindergarten

and on to school.

What is KindyLinQ?

KindyLinQ is a play-based early learning program for three year old children

and their families in the year before they start kindergarten.
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Who can participate in KindyLinQ?

Families with children aged three years can participate in KindyLinQ. These
are children who will be eligible to go to kindergarten in the following year. If

space permits, siblings can attend the program as KindyLinQ is family-focused.

Why participate in KindyLinQ?

The KindyLinQ program seeks to support children’s learning and development
and enhance the confidence of families as their children’s first teachers. The
experiences provided through KindyLinQ can be continued in the home leading

children to be creative, enquiring and active learners and explorers.

When can my child start KindyLinQ?

Families with a three year old living in the community where KindyLinQ is
delivered can contact the school and register to participate in the program.
Children and families will gain the most benefit from regular attendance at
KindyLinQ, although we recognise that families are busy. KindyLinQ is based

on a flexible stay and play approach.

How is KindyLinQ delivered?

A teacher and an early years support coordinator will plan and deliver the
program at the school. Once a family registers they can attend the sessions

that may be offered for 2 hours three times a week or 3 hours twice a week.
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What is involved in the KindyLinQ program?

The program involves a range of play-based experiences for children and their
parent/carer to enjoy together. There will be organised group times where
songs, games, stories and rhymes will be shared. Parents/carers will be
actively engaged in the experiences with their children. The KindyLinQ staff will
talk to parents/carers about the learning experiences and how they support

children’s learning and development.

What is the duration of the program?

The school, in consultation with the community will determine the best way to
organise the sessions. KindyLinQ will be available for a minimum of 6 hours

per week. It is anticipated that sessions will be either:
3 x 2hour sessions OR

2 X 3 hour sessions

What is play-based learning?

Play-based learning describes the use of a range of materials and experiences
that children can explore, experiment, discover and solve problems in

imaginative and playful ways.

Play-based learning encourages children to create their own ideas and show
what they know and understand about the people, places and events they
encounter in their immediate surroundings. Play-based learning involves adults
playing alongside children posing questions or making suggestions that stretch

their thinking to higher levels.
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You will see lots of games, blocks, art materials, recyclable items (boxes and
containers), puzzles, and dress-up clothes in a play-based learning
environment. These materials let children make decisions about how they use

them and what they create.

How much does KindyLinQ cost?

KindyLinQ is provided at no cost (free) to families.

How are families supported?

The role of the teacher and early years support coordinator is to work
alongside families. They will point out aspects of children’s learning and
development to families and encourage families to continue to use some of the

ideas and experiences at home.

How do | register to participate?

Your KindyLinQ school will ask you to complete a Registration Form. This form
asks for contact information, health matters and cultural or religious
considerations that are important to your family. The information will help the

KindyLinQ staff to provide an appropriate program for you and your child.

How is it different to kindy?

KindyLinQ is like a stepping stone to kindergarten. Families are central to the
success of KindyLinQ as they attend with their child and see first-hand the
wonder and excitement children experience through play-based activities.
Children will become familiar with a range of experiences they will encounter at

kindy and will develop a range of skills that will see them transition into an
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approved kindergarten program. At kindergarten parents/carers do not attend

the full session of each kindergarten day.

Where do | find more information?

Contact your local KindyLinQ school, or check out The Early Years Count

website at www.qgld.gov.au/earlyyearscount and search KindyLinQ....




