
What is 
Assessment?



Assessment 
1. Schools plan assessment so that:
○ students can demonstrate achievement of outcomes for 

the relevant stage of learning.
○ valid and reliable assessment strategies are used.
○ the timing, frequency and nature of the assessment 

processes are time efficient and manageable for teachers 
and students.

2. Teachers plan assessment strategies when developing 
teaching programs and will also make additional 
assessment judgements in the course of teaching and 
learning.

3. Teachers use a variety of appropriate assessments for 
judging student achievement.

4. Teachers collect and record assessment information to:
○ guide ongoing teaching and learning.
○ monitor and evaluate student progress.
○ report achievement to parents and relevant authorities in 

accord with school requirements and department policy.



The Three forms of assessment used in schools:



How are students 
assessed?





Teachers use classroom 
activities as assessment 
opportunities. Examples 
of these are:
▹ Work samples

▹ Observations

▹ Conversations

▹ Note taking

▹ Peer assessments/ 
self correcting 
activities



▹ Student 
reflections/self 
assessment

▹ Tests

▹ Interviews

▹ Conferences
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Reporting to Parents

Students are expected to be Sound, which shows 
they are meeting grade expectations.



NSW Curriculum - Stages

Judgements for 
grades are based on 
student achievement 
of what they have 
been taught. 

Teachers use 
moderation to ensure 
consistency of 
teacher judgement 
within and across 
Stages. 

Syllabus documents 
are written in Stages 
e.g. Stage 1 is Year 1 & 
2. 

This continuum of 
learning allows 
teachers to adjust 
learning to suit a 
wider range of 
abilities. 

Students are 
compared to their own 
year group for 
assessment, often 
using standardised 
samples.

Teachers are provided 
with professional 
learning in 
assessment 
strategies and 
reporting to parents. 



At VRPS, report 
comments for 
English and 
Mathematics are 
organised as 
statements of 
achievements and 
learning goals. 

This reflects the 
Visible Learning 
principles and allows 
parents to clearly 
identify their child’s 
strengths and areas 
for improvement. 


