
Oxford Stages of Reading PM Colour Bands PM Levels 
Fountas and 

Pinnell Levels 

DfED & VPS  

Year level 

Benchmark  

PM  

Reading Ages 

Beginner Magenta 
Level 1 A  Reading Ages for PM 

Levels 

1-14 in the range of 

R.A 

 

5 years-6.5 years. 

 

The fine grading of 

the PM levelling 

makes it 

inappropriate to 

give a specific 

Reading Age to the 

individual levels 

between  

1-14 

Level 2 B  

 

Emergent 
Red 

Level 3 C Mid Rec 

Level 4 C  

Level 5 D End of Rec 

Early 

 

Yellow 

Level 6 D  

Level 7 E  

Level 8 E  

 

Blue 

Level 9 F Mid-Year 1 

Level 10 F  

Level 11 G  

 

 

Transition 
Green 

Level 12 G  

Level 13 H End Year 1 

Level 14 H  

Orange 
Level 15 I  

 

R.A 6.5 – 7 years 
Level 16 I  

Extending 

 

Turquoise 
Level 17 J Mid-Year 2 

 

R.A 7.0 – 7.5 years 
Level 18 J  

Purple 
Level 1 9 K  

 

R.A 7.5 – 8 years 
Level 20 K  

Fluent 

 

Gold 
Level 21 L End Year 2 

 

R.A 8 – 8.5 years 
Level 22 M  

Silver 
Level 23 N Mid-Year 3 

 

R.A 8.5 – 9 years 
Level 24 O  

Emerald 
Level 25 P End Year 3 R.A 9 – 9.5 years 

Level 26 Q Mid-Year 4 R.A 9.5 – 10 years 

Ruby 
Level 27 R  R.A 10 – 10.5 years 

Level 28 S End Year 4 R.A 10.5 – 11 years 

Sapphire 
Level 29 T Mid-Year 5 R.A 11 – 11.5 years 

Level 30 U  R.A 11.5 – 12 years 

The Fountas and Pinnell Benchmark 

Assessment System assesses reading levels 

up to year 8, making it ideal for use 

through to middle school. 

Level 31 V End Year 5  

Level 32 W Mid-Year 6  

Level 33 X   

Level 34 Y End Year 6  

Level 35 Z End Year 7  

 


