
 
LOVE IS COMPLICATED — END OF 

STORY. 
 

Okay, not really end of story. But LOVE is complicated – 
that statement shouldn’t surprise anyone. It’s complicated 
enough to know that love and movements of the heart are 
all over today’s readings.  
 
We have all experienced love in our lives – the love of 
parents for their children, a husband’s love for his wife, 
mutual affection and sharing between friends, and more. 
Whether we realize it or not, we have loved and been 
loved. It’s been both painful and beautiful, tender and 
deep.  
 
Yet, it pales in comparison to the love the Heavenly Father 

has for His children. Praise the Lord for that! Original holiness saw Adam and Eve walking 
with the Lord in the Garden of Eden, living in union with Him in His love. And even when they 
screwed up, God still loved them. He didn’t leave His most beloved creation in chaos but 
planned to redeem and reconcile them to His love.  
 
John 3:16 is one of the most quoted lines of Scripture; however, I believe it’s one of the least 
understood. Or maybe it’s understood on a very basic level, in our minds but not in the depths 
of our hearts. “God so loved the world that He gave His only Son so that everyone who 
believes in Him might not perish but might have eternal life.”  
 
So, whether or not we have been able to acknowledge and receive love here on earth, we can 
rest in knowing the depth of our Heavenly Father’s love – a love that sent His Son for our 
salvation and a love that will nourish our bodies and souls. 
 
Erin Madden. Diocesan.  

 

CAN WE TALK 
Our personal relationship with God is based on who we are as people. What is startling is that 
while we cannot reach out and embrace God with our arms, we can do just that with our 
hearts. Our physical size is of no importance here because love is based in the human soul. 
Isn’t it true that a smile from an infant gazing at the face of her mother totally transforms  
the mother in ways she could not describe? 
 
In our personal relationship with God, all we need to do is act as we do with one another. The 
elements of that are the essence of our relationship with God. Many confuse a relationship 
with feeling a kind of closeness. Often it is not felt or sensed in that way. A relationship may 
include emotions, but they are definitely not the essence of it. Rather, it is with our hearts 
that we embrace the Lord. And in that relationship, we speak with God as we would with  
anyone else. 
 
There is no special language or grammar. We speak as we always do. We remind ourselves that 
God is not “somewhere up there,” but within us so that we don’t have to find God. We must 
look within. God is the one who shares everything in our lives with us—good and bad. We hold 
nothing back. God can handle it all with no trouble. In fact, God embraces us no matter where 
we are in life. 
 
What’s a simple way of coming to the Lord, you might ask? Simply say in your heart, Here I 
am, Lord. We need to talk. 
 
Extract from the  FranciscanMedia posting of  Jim Van Vurst, OFM 
 
 



Sacraments: Contact Parish office for Enquiries & Arrangement 

 Baptism: 1st Sunday of the Month (9:30 AM Mass ) 

 Reconciliation 

 Marriage 

 Anointing of the Sick 

 Funerals 

2020 First Eucharist, Reconciliation & Confirmation  

For children attending St. Timothy’s school, preparation for these three  

sacraments is through the school. 

For children not attending St. Timothy’s school, enrollment is through 

the Parish Office every Tuesday-Thursday: 9:00 AM to 3:00 PM and 

Friday: 1:00 to 4:00 PM but the sacramental preparation classes will 

be coordinated to Box Hill Parish Office.  

MASS TIMES:   
 Saturday: 6:00 PM 

 Sunday: 9:30 AM 

 Indian Mass: 12:00 NN  every 2nd & 4th Sunday 
of the month 

 Mass in Vietnamese : 5:00 PM (All Sundays)  

 Adoration 7:30 PM every 1st Friday of the  month    

Weekdays: 
 2nd  Tuesday of the  month, 10:30am (Strathdon) 

 4th Tuesday of the month, 10:30 am 
(Livingstone) 

 Wednesday & Thursday, 9:15 am  

 1st Wednesday of the month, 10:00 am, Anoint-
ing Mass 

 Every Friday, 10:00 am  

This Week S. Chen                   
P. Naughtin 

P. Kawalevski      
D. Hickman              
T. Hickman 

Next week     

This Week  C:  
                        P:                                       

H. Lobo                  
P. Kelly 

R. Yee                     

T. Yee 

Next week  C:                               
                        P:                                          

  

This Week:  Peter Deayton / Lester Steele 

Next Week:  Adrian Farrell 

TBA 

TBA 

“BUT I SAY TO YOU, LOVE YOUR ENEMIES AND PRAY FOR THOSE WHO 
PERSECUTE YOU…” (MATTHEW 5:44) 

Love your enemies, easier said than done, no doubt. But, 
remember, the foundation of stewardship is prayer. 
When we are in close communication with God, it opens 
our heart and it turns our attention away from “me” 
and moves it towards God and others. It allows us to 
have a little more empathy for “our enemy.” When we 
pray for others, even “our enemies,” maybe it softens 
their hearts as well. 

PLEASE PRAY FOR THE FOLLOWING: 

Mary Miller, Carlos Arciaga, Clem Rabel, 

Francis Dalmau, Augusto Monzon, 

Albert Johnson, John Cotter, Elio Lessio, 

Carol Carla Maria Papillo, Dorothy Faulkner, 

Carmel Curtain, Peter Waddington. 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
26 FEBRUARY 

 

HOLY MASS AND DISTRIBUTION OF ASHES 
9:15 AM with St Timothy’s School 

7:30 PM with Vietnamese Community (bi-lingual) 
 

 

 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY IS A DAY OF FAST AND ABSTINENCE.   
The law of fasting binds those who have completed their 

18th year, until the beginning of their sixtieth year.  
The law of abstinence binds those who have completed 

their 14th year.  (CCL 97,1251-2) 

Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory! 

FR RODNEY (ROD) FREDRICK PHILIP PITTS  

FUNERAL MASS WILL BE ON 25 FEBRUARY AT 11 AM 
ST TIMOTHY’S CHURCH 

        A PRIVATE CREMATION WILL FOLLOW. 
 

O God, listen favourably to our prayers offered  
on behalf of your servant and priest, and grant that Fr 

Rod who committed zealously to the service of your 
name, may rejoice forever in the company of your 

saints.  We ask this through Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 

SACRAMENTAL PROGRAM 2020  
FOR CHILDREN IN NON-CATHOLIC SCHOOLS 

AT BOX HILL PARISH 
 Confirmation classes for children in Year 6 or above 

will commence on Tuesday 3rd March. It will be held 
every Tuesday night from 7.00pm to 8.00 pm in the 
Friars Room.  

 Reconciliation cla sses for  childr en in Yea r  3 or  
above (ages 8 & older) will commence from Saturday 
18th April at 4pm in Friars Room.  

 First Eucharist cla sses for  children in Yea r  4 or  
above (ages 9 and older) will commence from Saturday 
18th July at 4pm in Friars Room. For more information 
please contact the Parish Office on 9401 6371 or 
boxhill@cam.org.au  

SHROVE TUESDAY  
25TH FEBRUARY 2020 AT 10.00 AM  

All Parishioners are invited for a  
Pancake Morning Tea at  St Timothy’s School  

in observance of the Shove Tuesday. 
School Tour will follow afterwards. 

At St Timothy’s School Ground 
6 weeks to 5 years old includes 3 and 4 Year Old Kinder 

A funded Kindergarten program available.  
Please call: Celine at (03) 98075208 or email 

info@vermontchildcare.com.au 



AROUND THE CHURCH—THE GOOD, THE BAD, THE UGLY 

Catholic Resources : melbournecatholic.org.au; cathnews.com 



INTRODUCTION TO MASS: 

Be holy! The word ‘holy’ is not the image of someone who is always praying and perhaps, cut off  
from every day life.  Holiness is not measured by the calluses on our knees but by our love for others.  
Most essentially, holiness is God’s gift. God causes the sun to rise and the rain to fall on good and 
evil people. Our Lord commands us to be everything we are meant to be as human beings in exactly 
the same respect. We are holy because God loves us and dwells among us making up His temple. 

 

PENITENTIAL RITE:  

Lord Jesus, you have shown us the way of love . Lord, have  mercy: Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, your Spirit is with us always. Christ, have  mercy:  Christ, have mercy. 

Lord Jesus, you fill us with your gift of peace. Lord, have  mercy:  Lord, have mercy. 

  

FIRST READING: Lev 19: 1-2, 17-18 

The reading commences with the call to be holy, as God is holy, 
and then describes the kind of activity that will identify one as 
holy. Even though Israel and humanity is prone to sin and 
failure, God does not abandon or break the relationship . 

 

RESPONSORIAL PSALM :  

Response:   The Lord is kind and merciful. 

1. My soul, give thanks to the Lord, all my being, bless his holy 
name. My soul, give thanks to the Lord and never forget all his 
blessings. (R.) 
2. It is he who forgives all your guilt, who heals every one of  
your ills, who redeems your life from the grave, who crowns you with love and compassion. (R.) 
3. The Lord is compassion and love, slow to anger and rich in mercy. He does not treat us according  
to our sins nor repay us according to our faults. (R.) 
4. As far as the east is from the west so far does he remove our sins. As a father has compassion on 
his sons, the Lord has pity on those who fear him. (R.) 
 

SECOND READING: 1Cor 3: 16-23 

What is wise with the world, is absurd with God. 

 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION: 

Alleluia! alleluia! 

Whoever keeps the word of Christ, grows perfect in the love of God. 

Alleluia!                                                       

 

GOSPEL :  Mt 5: 38-48 

Love your enemies. He re-interprets the law of love in a more radical manner, insisting that his 
disciples’ love must be patterned after God’s love, which is given unquestioningly to the just and the 
unjust alike.  
 

 NEXT WEEK: FIRST SUNDAY OF LENT 

First Reading: Genesis 2: 7-9, 3: 1-7 ; Second Reading: Romans 5: 12-19 

Gospel: Matthew 4: 1-11 


